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NRCS Plant Materials Program

Program Focus and Delivery Survey
9/30/04

The Plant Materials Program wishes to be responsive to our customers.  You are being provided an opportunity to voice your opinion on how the Plant Materials Program can better serve your needs.   We will compile your opinions and suggestions on how to improve the Plant Materials Program.  This information will also be used in the development of a 10-year Plant Materials Strategic Plan that will guide our mission.

We appreciate your willingness to dedicate a portion of your time to complete these questions.  We will compile the information for statistical purposes and individual responses will be confidential.  

Questions about this survey should be directed to Mark Stannard, Manager, Plant Materials Center, Pullman, WA, Phone:  509-335-7376, e-mail:  Stannard@wsu.edu.  Please return this survey to mark Stannard by e-mail no later than December 19, 2004.  Thank you for your time.

	
	Please check one option for each question

	
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	1.  The Plant Materials Specialist (PMS) position is critical for technology transfer? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2.  The Plant Materials Specialist (PMS) position is critical for interdisciplinary implementation of conservation programs such as the Farm Bill?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3.  The Plant Materials Program should emphasize more formal training sessions rather than one-on-one training.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4.  The Plant Materials Program (PMS and PMC) should dedicate more effort to providing one-on-one assistance to NRCS field staff.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5.  Plant Fact Sheets and Plant Guides that are available via USDA PLANTS website (http://plants.usda.gov) and USDA Plant Materials website (http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ publications) are useful planning tools.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	6.  Your state recommended seeding rates, mixtures, species descriptions (as referenced in the FOTG, Planting Guide or appropriate Technical Notes) are used in my day-to-day operations.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7.  Your state recommended seeding rates, mixtures, species descriptions (as referenced in the FOTG, Planting Guide, or appropriate Technical Notes) are up to date.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8.  A Regional PMS is needed to coordinate a variety of Plant Materials activities, across state lines?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9.  NRCS field staff must be skilled in identification of common conservation plants and weeds?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10.  The ability to prescribe appropriate, adapted plants that will function properly on the land is a vital NRCS skill for the 9-Steps of Conservation Planning.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11.  We already have an adequate array of conservation plants on the commercial market to meet the needs of our conservation activities?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12.  The Plant Materials program should dedicate less time to plant releases and emphasize plant technology development and transfer?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13.  Producers and land managers are satisfied with the performance of PMC releases.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14.  I am confident that the existing plant technology is available, credible, and meets the demands of our customers.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15.  Plants released by the Plant Materials Program are vital to meeting conservation needs.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Strongly disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	16.  The Plant Materials Program maintains Breeder and Foundation seed/plant stock of its releases.  This stock is used to supply seed growers and nurseries that produce seed and plants for conservation practices.  The Plant Materials Program should continue to invest a large percentage of its resources in maintaining stock seed and plants? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Negatively effect
	No effect
	Positively effect
	Unsure
	Not applicable

	17.  Several PMCs have special funded projects such as seed increases for the National Park Service and Department of Defense.  How do these projects affect plant materials assistance to your operation?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	All the time
	Occasion- ally
	Rarely
	Never
	Not sure

	18.  I recommend plants developed and released by the Plant Materials Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	19.  Five years from now, I would like the Plant Materials Program to dedicate its workload toward: 
	
	
	
	Enter %
	

	New plant releases
	
	
	
	     
	

	Maintenance of breeder seed 
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for restoring wetlands
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for planning buffers (e.g. Stem stiffness, longevity, etc.)
	     
	

	Technology for restoring riparian areas
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for restoring rangelands/forestlands
	
	
	

	Training sessions located at the PMCs
	
	
	
	     
	

	Training sessions at field locations (small group or one-on-one)
	     
	

	Linking its technology to NRCS FOTG
	
	
	
	     
	

	Other:   (Enter in below)
	
	
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	 
	
	
	Total =
	100%
	


	20.  Ten years from now, I would like the Plant Materials Program to dedicate its workload toward: 
	
	
	
	%
	

	New plant releases
	
	
	
	     
	

	Maintenance of breeder seed 
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for restoring wetlands
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for planning buffers (e.g. Stem stiffness, longevity, etc.)
	     
	

	Technology for restoring riparian areas
	
	
	
	     
	

	Technology for restoring rangelands/forestlands
	
	
	

	Training sessions located at the PMCs
	
	
	
	     
	

	Training sessions at field locations (small group or one-on-one)
	     
	

	Linking its technology to NRCS FOTG
	
	
	
	     
	

	Other:   (Enter in below)
	
	
	
	     
	

	  
	     
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	
	Total =
	100%
	


	21.  Improving soil quality is an important NRCS goal.  NRCS needs better technology and/or plants to improve soil quality.  What kind of activities should the Plant Materials Program to undertake that would best benefit soil quality? 

	     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.  NRCS relies heavily on plant technology.  What kinds of activities would you like the Plant Materials Program to undertake?

	     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.  Improving water quality is a major goal of NRCS.  What kinds of water quality activities would you like the Plant Materials Program to undertake?

	     


	24.  What are three major activities that you would like the Plant Materials Program to continue or undertake?

	1.)       

	2.)       

	3.)       

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please provide a little information about yourself:
	
	
	

	25.  What state are located in:
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.  You are located at a:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NRCS Field Office
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NRCS State Office
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NRCS other 
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	University
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Nonfederal office (e.g.  Conservation District, State Dept of Agriculture)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Cooperating federal office  (eg. NPS, USFW)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Private industry
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other: 
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.  Please provide other comments in this space:

	     


Thank you for your time!
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