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Desmodium Releases Benefit 
from Deer Browse Protection 

The Rose Lake PMC released Grant Germplasm Panicledleaf Tick-Trefoil and Alcona Germ-
plasm Dillenius’ Tick-Trefoil in 2006.  Production fields of 0.1 – 0.2 acres were established 
for each release to provide seed to commercial producers.  Seed production of the two re-
leases in 2006 was adequate to meet the needs of commercial growers, but 2007 seed produc-
tion was low due to heavy deer browse. 

In the Summer 2008 newsletter we reported on efforts to alleviate deer browse by installing 
an exclusion fence around each production field. A 4-ft high fence, secured by “T-Posts” was 
placed around the fields in an attempt to exclude deer from the production area.  The fence 
was successful at excluding deer and plant growth benefited from the lack of browsing.  By 
mid-summer the plants were about 5-ft tall, flowering, and seed pods were beginning to form. 

Seed production on those fields was also enhanced because of the deer exclusion.  Seed pro-
duction of each release in 2007 was less than 1 pound, but in 2008 seed production increased 
to over 10 pounds for each release.  Seed for each of the releases is available to commercial 
growers in 2009. Contact NRCS Plant Materials Specialist Dave Burgdorf for information on 
seed availability. 

Desmodium seed harvest 

using combine harvester 


Desmodium production field pro-
tected by deer exclusion fence 
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Ash Seed Collection Initiative a Success in 2008 

The Rose Lake Plant Materials Program has coordinated the National Ash Seed Collection 
Initiative since 2005. The Initiative was in response to the devastation to Ash populations 
caused by the Emerald Ash Borer.  Interest in the program has been strong since its introduc-
tion and 2008 was no exception. Through collection efforts of NRCS field offices, Conser-
vation District staff, Native American tribes, and volunteers from the public the Rose Lake 
PMC received almost 150 Ash seed samples.  After initial screening by PMC staff 110 sam-
ples were sent to the U.S. Forest Service Laboratory in Georgia for X-Ray analysis. 

2008 was a good year for ash seed production which provided opportunities for collectors to 
send samples to the PMC.  Ash seed production is not consistent from year to year.  Green 
Ash and White Ash often produce seed every two or three years, and Black Ash will often 
produce seed every six to eight years. 

Thank you to all who submitted Ash seed samples to the PMC as part of this important ef-
fort. Please continue to identify ash trees in your area and send samples to us in 2009.  For 
those areas not yet affected by the Emerald Ash Borer please make an effort to identify ash 
stands, monitor them for seed production and send samples to the Rose Lake PMC in 2009. 
Information on plant identification and collection procedures is available at 
www.ashseed.org. 
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Plant Materials Available to Commercial Growers in 2009 
The Rose Lake Plant Materials Program has seed or vegetative materials from most releases 
 

 available to commercial seed and plant producers in 2009. 

  
 Vegetative cuttings are available for: 

  
 ‘Imperial’ Carolina poplar (Populus canadensis) 
 
 Riverbend Germplasm silky willow (Salix sericea) 

  

Seeds are available for: 

 
Southlow Michigan Germplasm big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) 

Southlow Michigan Germplasm little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) 

Southlow Michigan Germplasm indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans) 

Southlow Michigan Germplasm switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) 

 
Prairie View Germplasm indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans) 

Prairie View Germplasm little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) 

 
Icy Blue Germplasm Canada wildrye (Elymus canadensis) 

Koch Germplasm prairie sandreed (Calomovilfa longifolia) 

 
‘Lancer’ perennial pea (Lathyrus latifolius) 

Grant Germplasm Dellinius’ tick-trefoil (Desmodium glabellum) 

Alcona Germplasm panicled-leaf tick-trefoil (Desmodium paniculatum) 

 
‘Indigo’ silky dogwood (Cornus amomum) 

‘Magenta’ hybrid crabapple (Malus sp.) 

‘Roselow’ Sargent crabapple (Malus sargentii) 

‘Affinity’ Northern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis) 

Leelanau Germplasm highbush cranberry (Viburnum opulus var. americanum) 

 
Contact NRCS Plant Materials Specialist Dave Burgdorf for information on obtaining 
seed or vegetative material of those releases. 
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Rose Lake Plant Materials Center 

7472 Stoll Road 


East Lansing, MI 48823 

Phone: 517-641-6300 


PM Specialist: 517-641-7831 

Fax: 517-641-4421 


Email: 

PMC Manager john.leif@mi.usda.gov 

PM Specialist dave.burgdorf@mi.usda 


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice or TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 14th and Inde-
pendence Avenues, SW, Washington D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer. 
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