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Collections Still Needed 

The Rose Lake Plant Materials Center is collecting populations of American plum, 
broomsedge bluestem, buttonbush, and coralberry for testing and evaluation as conserva-
tion plants. The Center is asking NRCS staff, Conservation District employees, and con-
servation partners to collect plant material of these species and send them to the Rose 
Lake PMC. 

Buttonbush 
Cephalanthus occidentalis 

American Wild Plum 
Prunus americana 

Coralberry 
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus 

orbiculaturs 

Riverbank wildrye 
Elymus riperius 

Broomsedge Bluestem 
   Andropogon virginicus 
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Ohio NRCS Plant Materials Committee Works 
with Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

The Ohio NRCS Plant Materials Committee made presentations at the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation District 
meeting on January 20 – 21. PM Committee members used the National Plant Materials Program display as the 
backdrop to discuss the Plant Materials Program at the meeting where about 550 District Board Directors and 
staff were in attendance. 

The Committee also had a display at the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation District All Employees meeting held 
March 10 – 11. (See below and next page.) The display focused on Committee activities in Ohio, such as the resi-
dential septic system constructed wetland project, as well as opportunities for the Districts to work with the Plant 
Materials Program.  About 60 SWCS employees visited the display during that meeting. 

Plant Materials Program display at OSWCD All Employees Meeting 



 

 Plant Materials Program display at OSWCD All Employees Meeting 
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Recent Activity on www. Ashseed.org 

Ash seed collected during 2008 as part of the National  Ash Seed Collection Initiative has been processed and 
analyzed for seed quality.  Of the approximately 250 samples submitted to the Rose Lake PMC in 2008, 154 
samples were sent to the U.S. Forest Service Laboratory in Dry Branch, GA for x-ray analysis to determine 
seed soundness.  Based on those results 136 samples will be sent to the NCGRP in Ft. Collins, CO for long 
term storage. 

Spring and summer are the ideal times to identify seed bearing ash trees for seed collection in the fall.  Please 
be looking for ash trees that produce seed throughout the summer and make plans for seed collection in late 
summer and fall. 

As part of the National Ash Seed Collection Initiative the Rose Lake PMC, in partnership with the National 
Association of Conservations Districts maintains the website, www.ashseed.org. The website has informa-
tion on ash tree identification, seed collection  instructions and links to additional ash tree resources. 
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Rose Lake Plant Materials Center 

7472 Stoll Road 


East Lansing, MI 48823 

Phone: 517-641-6300 


PM Specialist: 517-641-7831 

Fax: 517-641-4421 


Email: 

PMC Manager john.leif@mi.usda.gov 


PM Specialist dave.burgdorf@mi.usda.gov 


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or 
family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice or TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave-
nues, SW, Washington D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or 
TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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