
0 SWITCHGRASS (Panicum virgatum) 
For Wildlife and Erosion Control Plantings 

In Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin 

Descr ip t ion :  Switchgrass  is  a vigorous 
n a t i v e  w a r m  season p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s .  It 
occurs  over  much of t h e  Great P l a i n s  
area. It usua l ly  grows 3 t o  5 f e e t  
high.  
wide and green t o  b l u i s h  green i n  co lo r .  
It has  heavy vigorous r o o t s  and under- 
ground stems. S t a l k s  are r e l a t i v e l y  
s t i f f  caus ing  i t  t o  s t and  up well even 
a f t e r  ma tu r i t y .  It is  r e l a t i v e l y  low 
i n  n u t r i t i v e  va lue  but  is p a l a t a b l e  t o  
l i v e s t o c k .  

Leaves are about 1 / 4  t o  1 / 2  i nch  

Blackwell  is a v a r i e t y  developed by t h e  
Manhattan, Kansas, P l a n t  Materials 
Center from a c o l l e c t i o n  nea r  Blackwell ,  
Oklahoma. This  v a r i e t y  is  more r e s i s t a n t  
t o  stem r u s t  than  most n a t i v e  swi t chg ra s s .  
Blackwell  i s  an upland type  of medium 
h e i g h t  w i t h  medium-large stems. It shows 
good s e e d l i n g  v igo r  and ranks h igh  i n  
l e a f  i n e s s  . 
Cave-in-Rock i s  from a c o l l e c t i o n  made 
nea r  Cave-in-Rock, I l l i n o i s .  It i s  a 
coarse ,  la te- maturing type  w i t h  good 
straw s t r e n g t h .  

Kanlow is  a t a l l  coa r se ,  p roduct ive  
v a r i e t y  e s p e c i a l l y  adapted t o  lowlands 
s u b j e c t  t o  f looding .  

Purpose: To provide herbaceous w i n t e r  n e s t i n g  and escape  cover f o r  
w i l d l i f e .  For s t a b i l i z a t i o n  of c r i t i c a l  areas inc lud ing  highway banks,  
e a r t h  f i l l s ,  minespoi l s  and similar areas where t h e  f e r t i l i t y  w i l l  no t  
be maintained a t  a l e v e l  t h a t  w i l l  support  o t h e r  g r a s s e s .  

Standard f o r  Comparison: Smooth bromegrass,  t a l l  fescue  o r  t imothy w i l l  
normally be considered t h e  s tandard .  

S i t e :  Switchgrass  is adapted t o  w e l l  d ra ined  in t e rmed ia t e  t e x t u r e  s o i l s .  
Kanlow i s  adapted t o  lowlands. Qui te  s a t i s f a c t o r y  growth is  made on 
l i g h t  s o i l s .  
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P l a n t i n g  Method: 
d i sk ing .  On c r i t i c a l  areas f o r  e ros ion  c o n t r o l  shape t h e  area as needed. 
Prepare  a c l ean  seedbed wi th  s u f f i c i e n t  l oose  s o i l  f o r  seed cover.  
Broadcast  seed ings  are cormnonly made f o r  e ros ion  c o n t r o l .  I f  d e s i r e d ,  
row seed ings  are s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  w i l d l i f e  p l a n t i n g s .  On some si tes a 
g r a i n  d r i l l  o r  o t h e r  s eede r  may be  used. On areas where equipment can 
be used, cu l t i pack ing  be fo re  and a f t e r  seed ing  w i l l  provide a f i rm  
seedbed and cover  s eed  t o  d e s i r e d  depth.  Shallow covering of seed is  
e s s e n t i a l ,  no t  more than 1 / 4  t o  1 / 2  inch  deep. 
d i s k s  t o  permit  shal low seeding .  

F e r t i l i z e r :  
Example: 200-300 pounds of 12-12-12 f e r t i l i z e r  o r  equ iva l en t .  

Rate of Seeding: Switchgrass  has  approximately 390,000 seeds  p e r  
pound. W i l d l i f e  plant ings- - 8 pounds p e r  a c r e .  Cr i t ica l  areas-- 
10 pounds p e r  acre. 

For w i l d l i f e  p l a n t i n g s  prepare  seedbed by plowing o r  

Take t ens ion  o f f  d r i l l  

I 

Apply moderate amount of n i t r o g e n ,  phospcake and potash .  

Date of Seeding: Seed as e a r l y  i n  s p r i n g  as seedbed can be'kprepared. 

Management: I f  s i t e  permi ts  use of equipment, reduce weed competi t ion 
by h igh  mowing. Switchgrass  i s  slow t o  e s t a b l i s h  bu t  should even tua l ly  
dominate the s i te .  Af t e r  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  u se  h e r b i c i d e s  as needed t o  
suppress  i nvas ion  of undes i r ab l e  p l a n t s .  S e l e c t i v e  he rb i c ides  can be 
used f o r  c o n t r o l  of cool  season pe renn ia l  g r a s s e s .  P r o t e c t  from 
l i v e s t o c k .  
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