
SAWTOOTH OAK PWJT I'STERULS PLANNING GUIDE 

Sawtooth oak, Quercus acutiss=,  i s  an i q o r t e d  oak which produces acorns 
within a few years when planted on good s i t e s .  This oak grows t o  a large  
round-headed tree,  t o  50 f e e t  i n  height ,  with chestnut- like foliage.  
Acorns a re  l a rge ,  3/8" by 5/8"  t o  3 /4"  by lt", 40-80 per pound when f reshly  
f a l l en .  
f u l  for  w i ld l i f e ,  e spec ia l ly  fo r  squ i r r e l s  and deer. 

For t h i s  reason i t  i s  primarily considered t o  be potent ia l ly  use- 

Pr incipal  object ives  are t o  make plantings i n  new pine plantings i n  the  
same manner t ha t  pines a r e  planted, obtain a survival  count over a period 
of years,  record ra te  of growth each year ,  and note year acorns were f i r s t  
produced. 
would be recorded. 

I n  subsequent years observations of use of acorns by w i ld l i f e  

S i t e  conditions necessary would require  an open area  where a new s lash  
pine planting i s  being made and preferably on a f e r t i l e ,  well-drained soil. 
The lccztion skoald be in deer,  squ i r r e l ,  and turkey t k r r i t o ry .  
s i r ed  t k a t  two rows be planted a few rows i n  from each edge of the pine 
planting and add i t iona l  pa i r s  of rows about t mile apar t .  

i t  is da- 

Establishment w i l l  be Eade from stock shipped from Americus Plant Materials 
Center as  bare rooted seedlings.  When they a r r i ve ,  soak the  roots i n  water 
if they appear t o  be dry,  and then heel  i n  i n  damp soil o r  wet sawdust. 
Plant  as soon a s  poss ible  a f t e r  receiving plants .  Seedlings w i l l  be planted 
i n  the  same manner and spacing a s  s l a sh  pine seedlings when using a mechani- 
cal  planter .  Possibly the  sword of the  planter  w i l l  have t o  be tun deeper 
f o r  the  oaks. Cul t ivat ion of t he  oaks w i l l  be des i rab le  fo r  the  f i r s t  two 
years.  Apply 1 pound of com- 
p l e t e  f e r t i l i z e r  per p lan t  the  f i t s t  year and 2 pounds the  second year. 
appl icat ions  i n  12-inch bands around t he  trees one foot  from the  trunk. 

F e r t i l i z a t i o n  of p lan t s  would be desi rable .  
Make 

Where a mechanical tree planter  i s  not avai lable ,  holes should be dug deep 
enough t o  place seedlings about an inch deeper than they grew i n  the  nursery. 
Hold seedling upright i n  hole ,  add top s o i l  u n t i l  hole i s  3/4 f i l l e d ,  pack 
w e l l  about roo t s ,  then complete f i l l i n g  hole with top s o i l  and pack again. 

Protect  from grazing a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Observations and measurements t o  be made: 

1. IJumSer of surviving plants  each year f o r  3 years;  again a t  5 years ,  and 
f i n a l l y  a t  10 years.  

2. Amount of growth each period i n  1. above. 

3. Year trees produce acorns, 

4. Observe what use is  made by w i ld l i f e .  

Continue observations f o r  10 years ,  a t  which t i m e  decision w i l l  be made i f  
fu r ther  study is needed. 
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