NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY
AND

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ACGROULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SEHRMICE

NOTICE OF THE NAVING AND RELEASE OF 'AUTUMN AMBER!
SKUNKBUSH SUMAC (Rhts—tritebata) (Nutt.)

The MW Mexico State University's Agricultural Experiment Station and United
States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service announce the naming
and release of 'Autumn Amber' skunkbush sumac. 'Autumn Amber' iS being released

because of its low growth habit and brilliant fall color.

ORIGIN:

'‘Autumn Amber' is a selection from a collection made in 1957 by Guy Nutt of the
Soil Conservation Service near Littlefield, Texas. 1t was selected by the Los
Lunas Plant Materials Center in 1971 because of its low growth and brilliant fall

colors.

DESCRIPTION:

'Autupm Amber' skunkbush sumac is a low-growing shrub, with prostrate branches
originating near the ground level. The plant tends to form thickets less than
0.5m high. Leaves are strongly pungent when crushed, alternate, deciduous, and
pubescent on both sides. The leaves are from 1.9 to 5.0 en long, 3-Tobed, and
dark green during the growing season. Leaves turn brilliant reds and yellows
after frost in the fall. Greenish flowers are found in terminal spikelike

clusters, appearing before the leaves. ‘Autumn Amber has not produced fruit



in 11 years of evaluation at the Los Lunas Plant Materials Center.

AREA OF ADAPTATION:
The complete area of adaptation is unknown. 'Autumn Amber' should be adapted

where skunkbush sumac is adapted. Skunkbush sumac is found at elevations up to

2100 m, from Oregon to the Great Plains States and southward into Mexico. |,
the southwestern states it is found in limestone outcrops in central and western
Texas and throughout Nev Mexico, Arizona, and California. |n Mexico. it is found
in the states of Nuevo Leon, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, Durango, Puebla,

Hidalgo, San Luis Potosi, and Colima. Without irrigation best growth will be

obtained when planted in areas receiving 12-14 inches precipitation. \ith irri-

gation 'Autumn Amber is adapted throughout the western states.

USES :

‘Autumn Amber' can be used alone or in clump plantings. Its low growth form makes
it an excellent ground cover especially where erosion control is needed or as a
landscape plant. Its attractive fall colors make it useful in recreation beauti-

fication plantings.

PROPOGATION:
'‘Autumn Amber' is a vegetative selection and can only be vegetatively propogated.

Six inch cuttings will root readily.

MATERIAL DISTRIBUTION:
Cuttings and plants in very limited quantities will be available to Experiment

Station workers, commercial nurserymen, and arboretums through the Nw Mexico




Crop Improvement Association, Nw Mexico State University Box 3Cl, Las try,.

Nwwv Mexico 88003.
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