PLANTING GUIDE SHEET

Deertongue 'Tioga! (Panicum clandestinum L.)
Formerly NY-4950
Deertongue for Critical Areas in
Nav York and Nawv England

Description :

Deertongue is a perennial, warm-season grass native to New York and
New England. 1t is commonly observed growing on moist, sandy ground.
Deertongue normally reaches a height of 1 (75 ¢cm. ) to 3 (90 an ) feet
in height. The plants may have rhizomes present but deertongue usually
appears as a large, dense clump. Leaf blades are 4 (10 cm.) to 8 (20 cm.)
inches long and vary in width from about £ (1.2 am ) to more than Linch
(2.5 cm. ).

Plants are generally, but not always obviously hairy. Seed is produced
on a panicle. A early crop is usually produced on an exerted seed head.
This seed shatters rapidly. The fall. panicle is generally produced partially
or entirely enclosed in the terminal leaf sheaths. This crop is generally
retained within the leaf/sheaths until browsed or harvested.

Adaptation:

Deertongue seedlings are not competitive with many weeds of the northeast.
This plant is intended for acid sites void of other vegetation. Deertongue
grows well on coarse textured or sandy soils and will tolerate silt loam to
silty clay loam. Plants of deertongue have a wide adaptation to soil moisture
conditions. Plants adapt well to acid soil conditions. I has been found
growing on mine spoil where the pH was 3.8. It is climatically adapted to
all of New York and New England.

Conservation Uses:

Its principle use is for vegetative cover on critical areas such as acid
surface mine spoil, mine waste areas, sand and gravel pits and sandy road banks,
where soil coarseness or acid conditions limit the use of other plants. Parts
of the plants are utilized by some wildlife including deer, turkey and many
song birds.

Seeding Techniques:

Deertongue should be seeded as early as possible in the spring. The seed
normally has a high percentage of dormant seed, 80%in some samples. This
dormancy is easily overcome when deertongue is planted when the weather 1s cool.




IT the site conditions are such that pnla}rc'ing can be done inthe early
spring, a dormant seeding in the late fall or early winter can be made.

On sites where common farm equipment can operate, prepare a normal
seedbed as for a pasture planting. Seed with a grain or grass drill.

On rough, rocky sites, not suitable for tillage by common farm
equipment, but accessible with power equipment, some method of scarifi-
cation should be used. A toolbar with shovels or ripper teeth is
suitable, Operations should be carried out on the contour or across
the slope, n these sites, it is generally necessary to broadcast seed.

Deertongue can be hydroseeded on steep, rough areas not accessible
to equipment and where no site preparation can be carried out.

Lime and Fertilizer:

As a general recommendation, 2 tons of agricultural limestone and
300 to 400 pounds of 10-10-10 fertilizer per acre are suggested for
deertongue plantings on critical areas. Where conditions permit, these
materials should be worked into the soil surface during site preparation.

A second application of fertilizer may be required for some sites.
This should be applied during the second growing season soon after
spring growth is observed.

Mulchings

Mulching is beneficial for seedling establishment: and erosion
control on critical area plantings. It 1S essential on all areas
where no site preparation is performed. Use 2 ton per acre of straw
or old hay and anchor Secure|y Wod fiber mulch at 1,500 pounds per
acre can be used,

Seeding Rates:

Deertongue should be seeded at a rate of 15 pounds of seed per acre.

+tures Use 8 pounds of deertongue per acre with switchgrass (Penieum
*} at 4 pounds per acre or birdsfoot trefoil (Leotus eexnieulatus)
's per acre, Wmen using seed drills, place seed about 3 % inch

vy soils and not more than 1 inch in light soils.




