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Not ice  of G e r m  P l a sm Release of PI-430240 swi t chg ra s s  

The United S t a t e s  Department of  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  S o i l  Conservat ion S e r v i c e  

and New York S t a t e  Col lege  of A g r i c u l t u r e  and L i f e  Sc iences ,  C o r n e l l  

Un ive r s i t y  announce t h e  germ plasm release of PI-430240 swi t chg ra s s  

(Panicum virgatum L.1. It was developed a t  t h e  S o i l  Conservat ion - 
Service P l a n t  M a t e r i a l s  Center, Big F l a t s ,  New York. 

PI-430240 swi t chg ra s s  is  a n o r t h e a s t  eco type  s e l e c t e d  f o r  i t s  s t r o n g ,  

c o a r s e ,  u p r i g h t  stems f o r  u s e  as  a w i l d l i f e  conse rva t ion  p l a n t .  

O r i g i n a l  weed w a s  c o l l e c t e d  by Frank Glover ,  SCS P l a n t  Materials 

Technic ian ,  nea r  S t .  Mary's,  West V i r g i n i a  i n  1956. 

t h e  number NY-1388 by t h e  Big F l a t s  P l a n t  Materials Center .  

from two g e n e r a t i o n s  of NY-1388 s e e d l i n g s  were made f o r  l e a f i n e s s ,  

e a r l y  m a t u r i t y  and c o a r s e  u p r i g h t  s tems.  The progeny of t h i s  was f i r s t  

ass igned  NY-4006 and now i s  i n  t h e  SCS p l a n t  m a t e r i a l s  d a t a  system as 

It was ass igned  

Rese l ec t i on  

PI-430240. 

I n  PMC s t u d i e s  a t  Cape May Court House, N J ,  Quicksand, KY and Big F l a t ,  

NY r e s i s t a n c e  t o  lodging  of PI-430240 i s  ev iden t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  growing 

season.  PI-430240 con t inues  t o  resist  lodging  b e t t e r  t han  'Blackwell '  

i n  s u c c e s s i v e  yea r s .  The culms of PI-430240 are more r e s i l e n t  t han  



I' 
4 

those of Blackwell and return to an upright form after the snowmelts, 

whereas Blackwell is permanently lodged. 

PI-430240 is consistently slower to emerge after seeding, has lower 

seedling vigor and is slower growing the first year than is Blackwell. 

These factors contribute to the difficulty of obtaining good stands in 

field plantings. The growth of PI-430240 lags behind Blackwell for 

the first and second growing season. The third season, PI-430240 is 

slightly taller than Blackwell. 

Seed stocks are maintained by the Big Flats Plant Materials Center, 

USDA, SCS. Seed will be provided interested people upon receipt of 

a written request and agreement to make appropriate recognition of 

its source a matter of open record when this germ plasm contributes 

to the development of a new cultivar or hybrid. If material is in- 

creased directly, it must be with the consent of both SCS and Cornell 

University, Address requests t o  USDA-Soil Conservation Service, Big 

Flats Plant Materials Center, Big Flats, NY 14814. 
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