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N O T I C E  OF GERM P U S H  RELEASE OF 'YELLOW PUFF' LITTLELEAF LEADTREE 

The United S t a t e s  Department of  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e ;  t h e  
Texas A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n ;  and t h e  Texas Department of Mental 
Hea l th  and Nen ta l  Re ta rda t ion ,  Abi lene  S ta te  School ,  announce t h e  germ 
plasm release of 'Yellow Puff ' l i t t l e l e a f  l e a d t r e e  (Leuceena rst-isa Benth.)  . 
'Yellow Puf f '  w a s  developed a t  t h e  S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e  P l a n t  Materials 
Cen te r ,  b o x  C i t y ,  Texas, and t h e  Abi lene  State  School ,  Ab i l ene ,  Texas. 
The permanent number ass igned  t o  'Yellow P u f f '  l i t t l e l e a f  l e a d t r e e  i s  
PI-321631. 

Yellow P u f f '  is a composite of f i v e  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a gene  
base  t y p i c a l  of t h e  western Edwards P l a t e a u  area. 
leguminous shrub ,  o r  small tree, ind igenous  t o  c e n t r a l  and w e s t  Texas on 
d r y ,  wel l- dra ined ,  rocky s o i l s .  It i s  a h igh  q u a l i t y  sh rub  r e a d i l y  browsed 
by w i l d l i f e  and l i v e s t o c k .  

? 

'Yellow P u f f '  is  a 

F i e l d  p l a n t i n g s  i n  t h e  Trans-Pecos and Edwards P l a t e a u  areas a f  Texas have 
shown t h e  p l a n t  w e l l  s u i t e d  a long  highways f o r  ornamenta l  pu rposes  because  
of i ts  golden g lobose  f lowers .  
range  p l a n t i n g s .  
a y a i l a b l e  i n  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t y ,  t h e  u s e  o f  'Yellow P u f f '  f o r  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  
-Jill also be  l i m i t e d .  The area of a d a p t a t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  Trans- Pecos 
and Edwards P l a t e a u  Major Land Resource Areas, on we l l- dra ined  s o i l s .  

Limited seed of 'Yellow puf f '  l i t t l e l e a f  l e a d t r e e  will be m a i n t a i n e d  and 
d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  Abilene State  School ,  Abilene T e x a s ,  and the S o i l  
Conservat ion S e r v i c e ,  Knox C i t y  P l a n t  Materials Cen te r ,  Knox Ci ty ,  Texas. 

It i s  a l s o  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  w i l d l i f e  o r  
S ince  t h e  s p e c i e s  i s  very p a l a t a b l e  and s e e d  w i l l  b e  



Not ice  of Germ Plasm Release of 'Yellow P u f f '  L i t t l e l e a f  L e a d t r e e  (Cont.) 
I 

Seed w i l l  be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  commercial nurserymen who are  encouraged t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  seed product ion  b l o c k s ,  and t o  s ta te  and f e d e r a l  agenc ie s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  product ion  and u s e  f o r  b reed ing  purposes .  
of t h e s e  needs will be  made a v z i l a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  

Seed i n  excess  
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Basis f o r  G e r m  Plasm Release of 

'Yellow P u f f '  L i t t l e l e a f  Lead t r ee ,  Letteaem re-tiisa Benth. 

Th i s  composite of f i v e  c o l l e c t i o n s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  SCS P l a n t  Xaterials 
Center ,  b o x  Ci ty ,  Texas, from seed  p l an ted  i n  1965. The seed  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  
by S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e  pe r sonne l  i n  1963 and 1964  from n a t i v e  t r e e s .  
The or ig ins  of  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e J u n c t i o n ,  Texas ( 3  d i f f e r e n t  t r e e s ) ,  Sonora 
(1 c o l l e c t i o n ) ,  and Leakey ( l c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
o f  a gene base  t y p i c a l  of t h e  wes tern  Edwards P l a t e a u  area. 

Th i s  composi te  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

A l l  of t h e  seed  c o l l e c t e d  t o  d a t e  have been hand p icked .  
mechanica l ly  h a r v e s t  s eed  have n o t  been s u c c e s s f u l ,  so  i t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of seed cannot be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  ? u b l i c  a t  
an economical c o s t .  This will g r e a t l y  l i m i t  t h e  widespread u s e  of t h e  p l a n t  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  range  seeding  mix tu re s  o r  o t h e r  a r e a s  where t h e  p l a n t  would 
be  used i f  s eed  were a v a i l a b l e  i n  q u a n t i t y .  

Attempts t o  

Refer t o  t h e  release n o t i c e  f o r  u s e s ,  o t h e r  s u p p o r t i v e  in fo rma t ion ,  and area 
o f  a d a p t a t i o n .  

This  is t h e  f i r s t  release of t h e  s p e c i e s  of Leucoem retusa.  


