Materials

CONSERVATION RESERVE
PROGRAM PLANT
GUIDE

SIBERIAN WHEATGRASS

Cultivars: P-27, Vavilov

Seed Size: 250,000 seeds/pound

Form: Bunchgrass, 14-24” tall,
Short-spike seedhead

Area of Adaptation: Siberian wheatgrass is adapted to areas of the Inland Pacific Northwest and
Northern Great Basin that receive between 7 and 16 inches of annual precipitation. Siberian wheatgrassisa
long-lived bunchgrass introduced to North Americafrom Asia. Siberian wheatgrass is smilar in appearance to
crested wheatgrass but is more drought tolerant and tolerates sandy soils better than crested wheatgrass.
‘Vavilov' isafairly recent release and studies indicate that its seedling vigor is superior to ‘P-27".

Seeding:  Siberian wheatgrassiis fairly small seeded and must be seeded no deeper than 1/2-inch. A firm
seedbed that allows for good seed to soil contact is necessary for good emergence. Seeding should be completed
late in the fall or very early in the spring. It germinates readily at very cool temperatures and grows fairly rapidly
after emergence. It isone of the easiest grasses to establish in coarse textured soils in the dryland regions of the
Pacific Northwest.

Siberian wheatgrass seed generally flows through drills without many problems. The seed can bridge if the drill
lacks seed agitators. Periodically stirring the contents of the seedbox with a hoe or similar tool will prevent
bridging problems.

Broadcast seeding should only be considered for fields that are too loose to pack. Light harrowing can improve
stand establishment. Harrowing immediately prior to broadcasting is generaly superior to harrowing after
broadcasting. Harrowing after seeding can result in deep seed burial.

M anagement & Uses: Siberian wheatgrass is an important introduced cool season grass. It developsa
tremendous root system and is very competitive with weeds. Siberian wheatgrassis a preferred early season
forage for most classes of livestock and wild ungulates. 1t is commonly used to stabilize coarse textured soils
and provide early season forage for livestock. Native plants such as rubber rabbitbrush, big sage, western
yarrow, and big bluegrass invade undisturbed plantings in the Pacific Northwest. It does not reseed itself very
well unless the soil is disturbed.
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